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PrestigePlan. 
Understanding 
the Concept of 
Financial Freedom. 
Listening to the tick of a cooling engine, feast­
ing the eyes on an endless landscape of sand 
and sky. The freedom is tangible . .. 
And just as it takes a certain type of person to 
venture alone into the trackless wilderness, it's 
not everyone who has the drive to command an 
annual income beyond R75 000 and accumu­
late net assets over Rl50 000. 
When you passed those financial milestones, 
you had already dealt with more challenges 
than most people face in a lifetime. And you 
developed an expectation for a lifestyle that 
demands unfettered action both in business 
and in private. 

Which is precisely why you need Prestige Plan. 
A package that frees you from the restrictions 
of ordinary banking. 
After all, there are times when your entrepre­
neurial flair calls for PrestigePlall's immediate 
liquidity, which the Standard Bank Gold 
MasterCard brings you with a credit limit of 
RIO 000 or more and daily withdrawals from 
AutoBank or AutoCash of RI 000. 
Buying power without the red tape of conven­
tional channels of approval - every Prestige­
Plan cheque is guaranteed for amounts up to 
RIOOO. 
There are times when an hour's delay means an 
opportunity lost, times when you lIeed to know 
you have a guaranteed unsecured overdraft of 
R25 000, a 100% housing loan or more finance 
as your requirements dictate. 
You may wish to use our unique AccessBond to 
operate your home loan account via AutoBank. 
And there are times when you need installt 
access to expert financial opinion or electronic 
banking that in many respects is amongst the 
best in the world. 
Prestige Plan brings you exactly what you ex­
pect and more. Including portfolio manage­
ment, money market investment facilities, 
Stannic finance, Diners Club card, and a highly 
personal financial and estate planning service 
that leaves you free to get on with life without 
concerning yourself with petty detail. 
Your Standard Bank branch manager will be 
happy to discuss this exclusive package with 
you. 

R Standard 
~~ Bank 

The Siandard BanI( of South Africa limited (Registered Bank) 
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FOREWORD 

The Association of South African Numismatic Societies entered into a new phase 
when the headquarters moved from Transvaal to Natal in the middle of 1989 for a 
period of two years. 

The committee is:-

President: -

Secretary:-

Treasurer:-

Committee:-

Keith Murray 
Natal Numismatic Society. 

Alec Singer 
Natal Numismatic Society. 

Brian Hern 
Transvaal Numismatic Society. 

Dr. Robert Morris (Public Relations) 
Transvaal Numismatic Society. 

Wynand Du Plessis 
Vrystaats Numismatiese Vereniging. 

Paul Fauche 
The Military Medal Society of SA 

With Natal being the headquarters it has been my responsibility to produce a 
Numismatic Journal. This has not been an easy task. 

My thanks go to Dr. Clive Graham President of the Pietermaritzburg Numismatic 
Society, for his help and assistance, the other members of my committee, all the 
people who came forward with articles and adverts and especially the members 
of SAA.ND. for their adverts and help when needed. Thanks also go to Brian Hern 
for his broad shoulders and sturdy legs who carries all the burdens no one else 
wants to carry. Finally my thanks go to my wife Carrol who has assisted in every 
way possible. 

Keith Murray. 
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Show Resume· 1989 / 90 

Durban 1989 
Hosted by our friends, the Natal Numismatic Society, who once again pulled 
out all it most enjoyable. lent exhibits (the 

10 Keith Murray) therf.;' dealers including 
the United Kingdom. reported a good 

turnover, ling. 

Cape Town 
A smal usual but nevertheless for those who 
attended (but the Cape IS always worth going to!). Not as much support from 
the local collectors as we could have wished but the buying from the public 
was quite active. 

Johannesburg 1990 

1. 

2. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

9. 

13. 

23. 

25. 

28. 

Four overseas dealers attended (Dolphin, Spink and Lubbock from London 
and John Saunders from California) in addition to 11 dealers from around the 
Republic, with the notable exception of the Cape. We had about 300 visitors 
and tradl We had excellent co the TV people 
but screened weeks aller the 
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CAPTAIN QUENTIN GEORGE MURRAY SMYTHE, VC 
One of only four South Africans to win the Victoria Cross in the Second World War (and the 
only one to win it while serving with the South African forces), Quentin Smythe is also the 
last recipient of this award during that war to have served in uniform anywhere in the world. 

The son of a farmer and grandson of a former premier and the first Administrator of Natal, 
Smythe overcame a boyhood injury to go into farming like his forebears. Three years before 
the outbreak of the Second World War, Smythe joined the 1 st Battalion, Royal Natal 
Carbineers as a voluntary member of the Active Citizen Force. He was mobilised with the 
regiment after the commencement of hostilities, seeing action in East Africa at EI Wak and 
Margarita, and was amongst the first troops into Addis Ababa during its capture, before he 
contracted malaria at Dessie. After a period of recuperation at Addis Ababa, he embarked 
at Djibouti and sailed to Port Said. There he rejoined his regiment on their arrival after the 
conclusion of the East African Campaign. 

By June 1942 the Natal Carbineers were a part of the British 8th Army and were deployed as 
a part of the "Gazala Line" to the North of General Ritchie's attack during the Battle of the 
Cauldron. At Alem Hamza the enemy's strength was to be probed by patrols (which were to 
include Smythe's platoon), and at about 05h30 on 5 June, the supporting artillery barrage 
lifted to allow the probing platoons to move forward. Smythe; by then a platoon sergeant, 
suddenly had to take over command of the platoon when his officer, Lieutenant Douglas, 
was wounded in the arm by small arms fire. Escorted by two men Douglas was immediately 
evacuated. 

Smythe led the platoon forward in the half-light of dawn in the face of determined enemy 
fire. Jumping into the first enemy pOSition, Smythe killed two of the enemy with his rifle and 
bayonet. His platoon followed and immediately became involved in close quarter fighting 
with rifles, bayonets, hand grenades and Bren guns. 

An Italian armed with hand grenades scrambled from his trench, but Smythe bayoneted 
him. As the platoon fought on, enemy grenades and shells exploded close by. Smythe 
received slivers of plastic from the concussion grenades all over his body, was wounded in 
the foot, and had shrapnel from a shell embedded in his forehead. Two of his men were also 
wounded when a machine gun began to fire at them from an enfiladed position less than 
thirty metres away. 

Smythe ordered his men to take cover, and crawled forward in the growing light, wiping the 
blood from his eyes. As soon as he was close enough he silenced the machine gun with a 
grenade. He had just returned to his men, some of whom were again involved in combat, 
when a 47 mm anti-tank gun fired on them from close by. Again Smythe went forward, and 
after killing several of the enemy with rifle and bayonet he captured the gun single-handed. 

As the enemy resistance had petered out, he set about reorganising the platoon. Smythe 
directed the platoon's defence against enemy counter-attacks for the next one and a half 
hours, but eventually had to withdraw in the face of the enemy attempt at encirclement. 
Smythe left with the last section, and as they passed through the covering smoke screen a 
105 mm shell landed amongst them, fortunately only knocking two men off their feet. 

Smythe was awarded the VC for his gallantry, and eventually returned to the Union in 
September 1942. 

Quentin Smythe's unique medal group includes the following: 

1939-1945 Star 

~ 
/~', Victoria Cross (the only foreign award 

to enjoy precedence over all Africa Star 
South African awards) War Medal 1939-1945 

SADF Good Service Medal (Silver) Africa Service Medal \,,..;1 
SADF Good Service Medal (Bronze) Queen Elizabeth II Silver Jubliee V' 
Queen Elizabeth II Coronation Medal, 1953 Medal, 1977 {If 
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Francis was an alert and handsome young man. 

On October 10th, 1740, Charles VI ate the plate of mushrooms which Voltaire 
later described as having changed the history of Europe. An immediate 
attack of indigestion led, in ten days' time, to his death. Maria Theresa, 
twenty-three years old, became Austria's first and only reigning queen. 

The early 
Her heredi 
of lands 
Empire itself 
collection 
emperor whi 

T1H!resa's long reign 
constituted not one unified 

degrees of loyalty to 
more than a geographical 
1 a.rge states who swore 

incessantly among themselves. 

Ic ones. 
group 
Roman 

By the s,lme It Ics of the period seem tangled, even 
when seen i current international Europe itself 
was a many-s board straight out of looking glass". 
Its many monarchs, all somehow related to one another by blood or marriage 
or both, played war and diplomacy upon this board in a manner which would 
have seemed chaotic to Alice herself. Almost every royal death brought 
with It a question of succession_which led to a war. Every ruler had some 
sort of claim on the territory of another ruler which he might feel free to 
press by force of arms. A precise political history of Maria Theresa's 
reign, whi Ie occasionally fascinat ing, is enough to make the head swim. 
But a few incidents from her reign may help Illuminate the woman whose 
numismatic portrait is still legal tender in the Middle East. The young 
Queen's first real test is a case In point. A few months after she took 
the throne Frederick the Great of Prussia marched troops into her province 
of Siles! his intention to occupy permanently. 
Determined heredi tary dominions, \ mmediately 
put and war with Prussia 

The war the Austrians. 
poor I y equ i r'oyal treasury was 
Alliances with England providi 
Austria, Bavaria mounted an 
and drove tself. By the fall 
become qu I The young queen' S Old ass i stance 
from Hungary. She had been given the Hungarian throne a few months earlier 
In a rather staggering ceremony during which the Hungarians, somewhat upset 
at the idea of a female ruler, perSisted in greeting her with shouts of 
"All hall our Mistress and King"! 

Hungary, while sharing a ruler with Austria for years had little sympathy 
for the Austrians. A Hungarian appropriation of troops and money was the 
one thing which would save Austria and the one th~ng which Maria Theresa 
seemed least likely to obtain. But wi th characterlst ic determinat ion, the 
queen presented herself before the Hungarian Assembly and made her appeal. 

Her speech 
occasions \ 
origlnall 
the incident 
liberty-or-death 
legi timale. 
Devil take 
both Lat 

assembly has come down 
and moving oratory 

One of Maria Ther'esa' 
funeral oration for Caesar 

the House of Burgesses, 
the young queen was 
similar messages of i 
and employing every 
fee ling I n her favour, 

wearing the crown of 
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over an 
compares 

Henry's 
comparison seems 

of "The 
speaking in 

rhetoric, Maria 
1 imax she 
lding the 



Crown Prince Joseph in her arms_ Weeping hyste1l,~l9rjJ6" __ signed the 
defence of the luture king to her brave Hungarians, - - -

The effect was magnificent. The assembly rose as a ~ -ana -:.WCre to die 
lor their Queen. Those present voted to put a hundred tho~d •• ldiers in 
the field. and every nobleman present swore to ride to def'end:_ t-he queen's 
honour. 

The war dl 
lost at 
prizes gal 
to another, 
intermiss 
raised. 

in an Austrian victor'y. 
mere I y went on 
with occasional shifts 

lonal interruptions of 
the wounded were 

of the Hungarian army 
and prevented any 

In the COUl'se Maria Theresa did many had a pro-
found effect history. Her decision the trench 
Bourbons for England as Austria's tradi t ional ally greatly al tered the 
shape of European pol i tics. Her friendships with Catherine the Great gave 
rise to a sort 01 female triumvirate which dominated contemporary diplomacy 

At home, she was a tremendously popular leader and one who lived an 
exemplary life. Her marriage was an essentially excellent one. although 
upset from time to time by Francis's frequent infidelities. She produced 
the staggering total 01 sixteen children_ While many of these fell victim 
to smallpox, the Hapsburg curse, a good many grew to maturity, whereupon 
Maria Theresa '101 lowed the age-old Hapsburg custom of marrying them off to 
solldllY ion in the world. Marie 
Antoinette, seemed to be' the best marriage 
friendship general and Madame 
Theresa marrying the girl to the 

guillotine, of course, 

A champion Queen laid the groundwork eme:-gence 
as a centre She instituted many makir~ life 
more endurable A determined mi] lile, she 
mellowed in later years arld went out of her way to avoid war because of the 
harm it did to the people of her country. On at least one occasion she 
went so far as to eflect a rapprochement with Frederick the Great to head 
off an impending war. Many of her actions were substantially less th~ 
praiseworthy. She participated in the partition of Poland. She played the 
game of diplomacy with considerable Machiavellian intrigue. But on 
balance. her faults were the faul ts of the period in which she 1 i ved and 
her virtues outshone them. She was a great figure in a royal 1 ine that 
produced more than Its share of bumblers and bulloons. 

In 1767, Maria Theresa 
completely 
to die. 
bear to 
minutes 

Bibliography: 

sullered an attack of smallpox 
then on, she was an 

the very date which 
death was at least as 

rose suddenly to her 
arms to Heaven, cried 

1st could have staged 
retained the fine feel 

, Haria Theresa of Austria 
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HUNT 

IN 



dit was lankal s6. Lees maar hierdie beriggie wat aan Die Transvaler van 
29 Januarle 1940 ontleen word. 

MENINGSVERSKIL OOR DIE WOORDE KRUIS OF MUNT" IN HOF BESLEG 

'n Bevel 
beslls wie 
Haritz 
meningsver 

mnre. 
gekry. Hull(' 
gaan word dew' 

"KUNT! " 

vetkiesingsbeampte opnuut be 
van Bal [our gaan wotd, 
Hooggeregsho{ ui tgereik 

tekenis van die woord 
ies aan die betrokke partye 

van lede van die 
van der Heever J 

igheid van die verkie~ 
'.n mur,lt.stuk te gool. 

trek moet 

Lng van ~n 

muntworp 

four, het 

is wie lid 

Die verkiesingsbeampte het 'n munlsluk aan mnr. Du Preez oorhandig en nel 
voor hy dit sou opgooe, hel laasgenoemde mnr. Van der Heever gevra om te 
raai. 

"Gooi eers," het laasgenoemde versoek en solank die muntstuk in die lug 
was, hel hy "munt!" uitgeroep. Sowel die verkiesingSbeampte as mnr. Du 
Preez het gelyktydig gevra wat dit beteken. Mnr. Van der Heever het gewag 
totdat dl (t grand geval het en gaan kyk en 
gese: "Di t geldstuk het met die gele. 

Daarop het 
Heever tot 

indien "munt" Van der 

In sy peti het mnr. Du Preez ges.c Afrikaans 
is, maar voorheen die woard "mu!)! Hy het 
sedert d i dat daar 'n gesegde wat "kop 
of stert' gcbruiklike Afrikaanse is "kop of 
stert". Nadat hy die saak met andere bespreek het en 'n woordeboek 
daaromtrent geraadpleeg het, het hy tat die gevolgtrekking gekom dat "munt" 
die keersy van 'n muntstuk beteken. 

BETEKENIS VERANDER 

Die volgende dag he mnr. Du Preez skriftelik beswaar by die verkiesings­
beampte en mnr. Van der Heever gemaak. Die beampte het die beswaar van die 
hand gewys op grond van sy oartuiging, nadat hy die saak noukeurig 
ondersoek het, dat ofskoon die 'lOord .. munt" vroeer in Holland die keersy 
van ,n muntstuk beteken het, die betekenis daarvan in Suid-Alrika verander 
het. Mn(' sy beslissing geopponeer' van die 
meningsver:-:;k 1 beLekenis van 'n woord 'Wl::3.t 
vreemd Is 

In -n beedi 
staats verLal 
het, terwyl 

het die verkiesingsb/c;r.mpte 
die betekenis van 
Heidelberg dit as 

dat die 
aangegee 

hel. 

Hy aan 30 profess ore ui. tgestuur, 
Preez se brief van besl issing 

ontvang het, aldus die verklaring, en elf van die 23 antwoorde wat hy 
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onlvang hel, lui dal "lIIUJ\l" "heads" beleken. Die ander hel 
Nederlandse of oulydse gesaghebbendes aangehaal om hul slandpunl lo 
beveslig, maar hy hel hom geroepe gevoel om die belekenis van die 
woord soos algemeen aanvaar word, aan le neem. 

Mnr. Van der Heever het in -n beedigde verklaring verklaar dat hy as 
onderwyser al tyd probeer het om angl isismes te vermy. "Kop of stert" is -n 
egte anglisisme. As skeidsregter het hy nog altyd "munt of kruis" gebrulk. 
bedoelende "heads or tai Is". 

Prof. T J Haarhoff en mnr. J . D. Louw. hoof-staatsvertaler . het in beedlgde 
verklarings volgehou dat die betekenls van "munt" nie "heads" 15 nie. Dr 
S.P.E. Boshoff het verklaar dat die gesegde seide of nooit gebruik word en 
vir die meeste Afrikaners vreemd is. 

Die hand wat die munt so /ekker opskiet is die van argitek Gawie Fagan, bekend vir sy 
restorasiewerk aan die Kaap (Tu/bagh, Tuynhuis, ens.) 
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NAT AL TOKENS 

BY GILLIAN BERNING 

Natal developed 1'~<; ()I,'n colonial postage stamps, but it never produced its 

as 

as an extens i on 
Specie brought i 
Napier, in Pleter'm?,,' 

of ready cash that 
ments provided an i 

For example, Dlwban's 
Forc:o;rers 45th Regiment 

to the significance 
18605: 

on British 
by the army 

ined to an 
the Co I any, 
labour for 

lng is named 
there are 

chest, such 

"The scarcity of silver coin has been lately fe1 t most inconveniently, 
but we are happy to hear that [500 in silver has been received into 
the military chest at Maritzburg, by the late arrivals of specie, [100 
of which has been sent to Durban," 

But, little research has bcen undertaken on the role the army played in 
Natal's fiscal llistory and the implications that this might have had on the 
Colony's economic development, 

Cash was a scarce commodity in the early settler days and its shortage was 
often 1 i frr'l\i,~nt cycles of economic: exp0rienced in 
the Col 

Counci I 
the dir,' 
decrease 
populat 
for lab, 

for and the Durban and 
proof of G<lvernment 

ceon'ccrned about L.egislative 
concerning the problem ,'easons for 

were sugges t i ve I y examp 1 e, a 
of bartering, the African 

addition, increasingly in return 
on this scarce commod , not seem an 
following the imposit or Tax on the 

1854, In addition, tho introduction indentured 
Indian labour in 1860 and tho Government stipulation that a set wage be 
paid further stretched the availability of cash, Furthermore, the shortage 
of cash in Pietermaritzburg ~as blamed on the fact that a portion had to be 
sent down to Durban' And, indeed, the shortage of cash was most ar.utely 
felt in Durban as George Russell in A History of Old Durban wrote: 

"We loved to talk about manhood suffrage and consider ourselves all 
equally as 'fr i ends, count rymen and lovers' of Durban bu t t he rea 1 
thorn in our side "'as the want of money. 

Local 

A token 
appearance 
company, 

Natal Bank formed 
engraved vignettes 

good-fors for all small 
reasons that 

introduced to 

cheques and 
ustration 1); 

It was, 
arose and, 
In Natal's 

stamped piece of metal. the general 
issued as a medl urn of exchange person or 

to take it back at Its ving goods 
or legal CU!Tency for it, 
exchange they were also 

Apart from the tokens obvious use as a medium of 
used to advertise and promote companies; to 
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encourage trade at a particular store by locking the customer into a 
discount system and, perhaps, at their most exploitative they were used to 
lock wage labour into a system of eycl ical dependency. However, these 
other usages for tokens were to develop later in Natal's economic history 
but because the system was so easi ly abused, the Government made some 
attempts to abolish the use of tokens. In 1928 metal tokens were made 
illegal, 1 main stores turned it t.ype tokens. 
These wele illegal in 1949. 

DURBAN 

Token money l,-",\led by the Durban Cl 2 & 3) in 
1860 to 1 i ,,,embers from the inconveni shortage of 
small change' The 6d tokens Were then the 
centre of Loken manu.facture, and they soon began circulaLing amongst 
Durban's general public. Some Durban firms followed suit, nevertheless the 
Club's tokens became the most widely kno\ffi than any other Durban small 
change. 

BLACK~OOD COUPER & CO. TOKENS 1861 

8lackwood Couper & Co's grocery store of West Street issued 1/-, 6d and 3d 
tokens in 1861 because of the lack of small change in circulation in Natal 
(i llustration 4 & 5). In July 1861 James Blackwood formed a partnership 
wi th a Wi II iam Couper, 'handsome 
two-storeyed the front it to an 
English lding appears on the he tokens. 
The store ' Street were burnl (and as a 

brigade was formed). 

HcARTHUR TOKENS 1861 

McArthur General Merchants and premises 
in Pine Terrace (present day Pine Street), and also felt the need to 
introduce small change in Durban. The firm issued a set of tokens: 1/-, 
6d and 3d (i 11 ustration 6). Alexander McArthur was the Mayor of Durban 
between 1860 and 1863. The star on the reverse side of the token 
represents the star of Bethlehem (an interference to the origin of Natal's 
name - in 1498, around Chr i s tmas time, Vasco da Gama named th i s reg i on 
Natal, meaning birth, to commemorate Christ being born). 

JOHN FREDERICK BAUMANN TOKENS 1880 

John 
took over 
Natal in 
England. 
a baker, 
and 1/­
discount 

his store. 

a caterer, confect 
business, but because 

! R70s he went to the I 
returned to Durban i I: 

retail grocer in West 
(illustration 7) and used 

was the general custom 
as the coin of the real 
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introduced 5/­
of the 5% 

the time). 
pUI'chases at 





establishment had (illustration 11). 

HOYAT'S QUARRY TOKENS c 1935 

C J Mowat, businessman, opened a quarry in 1922 in the Clairwood area. In 
1931 a Mr Lirnalla established a shop next to the quarry and the bulk of his 
business quarry workers. In 1935 a set of 
tokens end of each month Mr mal ia would 
settle up workers' accounts - in tokens Mr 
Limalla this was deducted from Each 

HODEL DAIRY 

to make the system 
(illustration 12). 

No information has been fL~d on when these tokens were in use at Durban's 
famous Model Dairy, however, they were used as a medium of exchange for 
dairy products (illustration 13). 

YONDERLAND AUTOMATIC AMUSEMENTS CO. TOKENS 1942 

Wonderland was established by Mr Sam Newton as a place of entertainment on 
Durban's popular beachfront. In 1942 he issued a token to be used in his 
slot machines (Illustration 14). 

THE REST 

PIETERHARITZRURG 

CROYN HOTEL 

In 1861 
presumabl 

H FRANKLIN TOKENS 1876 

TOKENS 1861 

i ,;sued a 6d token (i I 
game of billiards? 

) which was 

Mark Franklin, storekeeper and tinsmith, had premises in Chapel Street and 
because of the scarcity of pennies and halfpennies he had tokens made in 
England (illustration 17). The tokens were a penny In goods or coin if 
exchanged at his store. He had the tokens overstamped 'A Card No Value' 
after they were manufactured, to prevent customers passing them off as 
pennies at the other shops (illustration 18). These tokens became known as 
the 'Maritzburg Penny'. 

HID-ILLOVQ 

EVANS TOKENS 

found on when they were they were 
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the black tokens were used at Northfield Col] iery, the larger tokens 
,"presented the smal 3d. 

red token.s used in t at Burns 

DAN DUCHEN TOKENS 1914 

Dan Duchen; Durban Navigational Collieries. Dan Duchen was a storekeeper 
at Dannhauser 1914 - 1921 (illustration 24). 

,. KLEINMAN 1921-1927 

rm of Dan became Duchen Kleinman t,'aded on tb<" 
coalfields from 1921 - 1927. The firm continued to use the 'DD' tokens and 
added the 'D & K' tokens when they were needed. 

DUCHEN BROS TOKENS c 1936-1945 

Kleinman became Duehen Bros 
tokens, but new pair 

and 3d (i I I ion 25). 
1936 a sel Iluloid 

1/-, 6d and 3d value were manufactured 

KLEINKANN & FRANCIS STORE TOKENS 

i n.format ion 
(i 11 ustrati 

found on 

FRANCIS ,. KLEINKANN TOKENS 

t'Ley were 

continued 
tokens, 

tokens W€Te 

Ion tokens 
1945. 

or how they 

No information has been found on when they were produced or how they were 
used. 

BALLENGEICH TRADING TOKENS 

is i Northern Coal area, mi les south 
is a lar'"e carbide factory. lengeich 

Company Tokens were put into circulation in the early part of this century 
with the aim of encouraging mine workers to deal with their store only. 
The blue token was worth 6d and the yellow token 3d (illustration 27). 

Local History 
the local 

token co} 

fase i nat i ng book The Museum has 
led a very f"f,fer'ence to South 1 Gan tokens 
History would be gratcflrl to receive fur·ther insight 

informat ion regarding tokens and thei r use in Natal (as material 
manifestations .of past exchange systems). Natal tokens remind us of (and 
provide the stimulus to enquire into) aspects of Natal's economic history 
that are often overlooked. 
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Bank Note No. 00052 London and 
Natal Bank L TF. 10 Pounds 

BLACKWOOD COUPER & CO. 
TOKENS 

J.F. BAUMANN TOKENS 

DURBAN CLUB TOKENS 

BLACKWOOD COUPER & CO. 
TOKENS 

A.H. GUY TOKENS 
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DURBAN CLUB TOKENS 

McARTHUR MUIRHEAD & CO. 
TOKENS 

TOKENS FROM THE HOUSE OF 
ILL-FAME (MARTHA AND BERTHA) 



H. GUYS TOKENS 

MODEL DAIRY TOKEN 

CROWN BILLIARD CLUB TOKEN 

PETER'S LOUNGE TOKENS 

WONDERLAND AMUSEMENTS Co. 
TOKEN 

M. FRANKLIN TOKENS 
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MOWA TS QUARRY TOKEN 

CROWN BILLIARD CLUB TOKEN 

M FRANKLIN TOKENS 



EVANS TOKENS 

J.N. GLUTT TOKEN 

DUCHEN BROS. TOKENS 

H. REINSTORF TOKEN 

MINE STORES NATAL L TO TOKENS 

KLEINMAN AND FRANCIS TOKENS 

21 

J.W ARNOLD TOKENS 

DAN DUCHEN TOKENS 

BALLENGEICH TRADING CO. 
TOKENS 







They were of a low mintage funds were not always readily available 
to an Island as as Lundy and because the population at the of 
mintage was a mere 21 (13 and 8 women) who occupied a total 5 
houses The two issues of coinage were minted gold but wi th a 
mintage of 50 pieces each they are rarely 

1965 es were taken over by a Irm known as Modern World Coins who 
issued a double commemor'at ve set coins on the fortieth ver'sary of 
the purchase of Lundy Harman, 

~I ~. Dealer in Coins, Medals, Badges, 
• Banknotes, Collectables, . 
~\ 

G, VAN HOOGDALEM 

COLLECTORS INVESTMENTS 
Joubert Street 

Johannesburg 
~ 290-290 

24 

Member 

SAMes 



PROOF COINS OR NOT? - THAT IS THE QUESTION 

BY GLYNN TUNLEY 

Being an avid collector of Rhodesian coins I have always been 
the appearance of 50-called proof coins of Rhodesia 1 isted 

myst if ied by 
in not only 
world known leading Gilues but also advert i 

dealers. because to my mind the 
so-callerl completely unsubstant 

Liaison 
existence 

Southern 

1932 
1937 

(5 
(6 coins) ld, 

":cnnel of the Reserve 
Proof Coin Set.s: 

1/ .. , 2/- and 2/6. 
3d, Cd, 1/-, 2/- and 2/6. 

Possibly struck as Specimen sets as they were 
1939 (5 coins) 3d, 60 1/-, 2/- and 2/6. 
1953 Rhodes Commemorative Crown 
1953 Rhodes Commemorative Crown (2 coins cased) 

Rhodesia & Nyasaland 1955-1963 

1955 (7 coins) +ct, Id, 3d, 6d, 1/-, 2/- and 2/6 

Rhodesia 1964-1980 

1964 (4 
1964 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 

So, there 
that are 
for yourse 

Southern Rhodesia 

1938 +ct. pence 

1942 tct· 
1942 Id. 

1947 6d. 

1952 tct· 
1952 ld. 

1952 3d 

1954 tct 
1954 1d. 

1954 2/-

1954 2/6 

Examining ] i 

2/- and 2/6 Cupro nicke 1 

and i5 Gold 

about these proof col 
wodd catalogues? Check 

see what other 

Rhodesia & Nyasaland 

1956 +ct. pence 

1956 ld. 

1958 +ct. 
1958 Id. 

further detail we find 

25 

many of the 

cated the 

496 sets 
Nintage 40 sets 

not cased. 
Mintage 10 sets 
Mintage 500 
Mi ntage 3 

Mintage 2 000 sets 

040 sets 
10 sets 

000 sets 
000 
000 
000 

others 

Rhodesia 

1968 3d. pence 

1970 -0 cents 

1970 1c. 

1970 2-0. 

1973 Ie. 

1973 5c. 
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How lsi t then that these so-called proofs have surfaced as proof co Ins? 
My suggestion is that people who have had such proof-like coins have 
created thIs artificial market without seeking to Justify the existence of 
such a proof coin. "Proof-like" can never be proof, no matter how hard one 
would like to Justify such a grading, unless that coin was struck from a 
specially 

My advice 
existence 
money on a 
feel it is 
world, to 
before advert 

to check very careful 
from this country, 

In the belief that 
our coIn dealers. 
to check the authent 

sale as such. 

authenticated 
large sums of 

proof coin. I 
throughout the 

such proof coIns 

No doubt there are some of YOil who have differ'ing views, The Natal Numis­
matic Society would like to hear from you on this topic, especIally if you 
have evidence to support the exIstence of these so-called proofs, 
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The writel' 
lIest Afr! 
political 
signalled t 
(especiall 
from 1919, 

THE AWARDS OF THE SOUTH WEST AFRICAN POLICE 

BY S MONICK 

an article devoted 
e,.pecially apposite. i 

t':crri tory now known 
lIest 

assumption of power 1 

the South 
recent 

zalion (SIIAPO) has the demise 
of the SOUlt. i I ice. especially in • s para-
military role. The service of this Force is preserved in terms of 
historical memory - by the series of six awards which were insti lUled 
during the period 1981 1986. which form the central theme in lhe 
following study. To lhis eXlenl. the subject of this paper exempl ifies an 
important aspecl of the relationship between medals and the study of 
history. in two important respects. First. the series of South lIest 
African Police awards enc2.psulates the history of a service which. albei t 
short lived (1981 - 1990). formed a vilal component in lhe defence of this 
formerly dependent terri,ory of South West Africa. Second. the re­
emergence of the South West African Police as an independent force afler a 
period of 4? y~ars Is a cpfleclion of the aller~d constItutional status of 
South lIest In lhal year. 1 Assembly was 
establ ished ",-mbers of lhe Const i th powers 
to increase of this body to 65. l,'''·.;embly was 
instituted legislative body to democratic 
parties not thal point in the Corst 

The term' th regard to the forma] Police in 
1981. has order to indicate Un! formerly 
possessed status (during the peel ). The 
original 1 Force embodies the terri tory 
being entrusted to South Africa in 1919. Thus. the history of the South 
lIest African Police embodies, to a large degree. the fluctuating political 
configuration of South lIest Africa. 

The principal source of this paper is the write!'s book Awards of the South 
African uniformed public services 1922 - 1987. In the following article. 
the writer makes no clair. to originality beyond the monograph, cited above. 
which has served as its source. However, it is considered that the edited 
and expanded version of those extracts which relate to South lIest African 
Pol Ice awards do contrib'.lte to the body of material appertaining to the 
medals of 8y concenlrating thi the frame-

In order 
of these 
of 

a>;;:clreness is inculcated series of 
obsolete. which have at e atten-

the documentation best of 

external frame of reference 
intended to preface the act 

Po I ice. 
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HiSTORY OF SWA POLIC!=:2 

irst formal ng in Sout.h 
ljL~ry forces in the colony Kaiserl 

overall However, a di st i 1 ice force 
territory had been formed, the Kaiserliche Landespollzei fur Deutch Sud­
westafrika. By 1907 the strength of this force had increased to some 400 
officers and men. The history of the Landespolizei effectively ended in 
1914, when the Union Defence Forces (UDF) invaded the terri tory. The role 
of pol icing was then allocated to the five regiments of South African 

ed Riflemen ( ) which, at ;';mcture, backbone 
Per'manent Force. Th",;e regiments. under the of Col de 

ned in South Africa aftor' main South military 
been wi thdr'awn In August the SAMR from Tsurneb 

Gf'c}()tfontein in nOf'th'-easterly lon towards Angolan border', 
first elements of the SAMR left South West Africa in November 1915, the 
last being recalled in 1917. Recruiting had, in the interim, commenced at 
Bloemfontein, with the object of establishing a military constabulary, to 
assume the duties of the SAMR. The first two detachments were sent to 
Sou t h Wes t Afr i ca in 1916. The new force was commanded by Maj C A van 

and itn ishment of 52 and 1 100 
In orde,' i ng members ( 

were y young instruct 
1 ning depot e"t.abl ished in 1916, 

DelL] ing, with a staff of 16 inSLructor·s. Small groups were senl Lo the 
centre for intensive training before returning to their units and being 
followed by lhe next group. Pol ice tracker dogs were also trained at the 
depot, following the precedent of the Landespolizei. On 31 December 1919 
the mi I itary constabulary was disbanded, its members being formed into the 
South West Afric",., Po] ice. A Dotective branch was formed in May 1920. 

the command t he post at Luder' Addi t ional 1 
were est"bl J at Kalkfontrrlr:Nor-th, Namacunde ( n Owambol"nd) 

in order' litale ling in the nrmote areas 
itory. In African Pol disbanded. 

functions and duties devolving upon the South African Pol ice. This state 
of affairs continued until 1 April 1981, when the South West African Police 
resumed its independent slatus. The absorpt ion of the Security Po I ice and 
the Counter- J nsurgency Uni tin 1985 complet.ed the establ i shment of an 
independent Police Force in South West Africa. 

nst the SwAFCj-inspired the South 
an extreme 1 ve role Counter-Insurgency 
Three branches of the [·Jere part i 

noteworthy in this regard; viz. Counter-Insurgency uni t, the 
Task Force and the Protection Force. The South West African Police 
Counter-Insurgency Unit (SWAPOLCOIN, unofficially designaled Koevoetl 
acquired an enviable reputation for itself during the emergency. 
Originally founded in 1978, as a uni t within the South African Pol ice, it 
was, to reiterate, absorbed into the South West African Police in 1985. It 

Jargely the of Maj .J Dreyer. By 
unit had for almont of the 10 car".Ialties 

SWAPD It is certainly not dental 
isbandmenl of t first made by 

The Special Task Force was also originally as a South Afr'ican 
Police unit. It was founded in order to counter terrorists operating south 
of the 'Red Line', which designated the southern boundary of the 
operational area. It also served as the anti-riot unit, as well as being 
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the SWA Police's only standing reaction force. This unit possessed a 
multiple purpose and extremeJy versatile role, which combined a rural COIN 
function with the role of an urban counter-terrorist unit, a riot squad and 
that designated by American Police departments as SWAT (Special Weapons and 
Tact~cs) teams. In 1987 its strength was approximately 100 officers and 
men. 

In an art this unit, Helmoed Romer' 

Force has been call.,d 
with the infi ltrat 

tfwcugh eastern Owambo 
npcessary this small unit 

groups and army e 

5 

groups have general have 
ehly trained and indoctf' 

eaS i ly deal t with. The Spec ial Task Force has thus faced some 
difficult situations in tracking down and eliminating these groups 
in the hi lly, often thickly bushed and populated areas to the 
south of Owambo. Each of the infi ltrated groups has, none the 
less, been broken up, tracked down and dealt with in qui te short 
order. The unit has thus been a major - possibly the major -
factor in frustrating SWAPO's annual attempt to terrorize the 
northern commercial farming areas of S\lA." 

The Special Task Force was formed in 1977, and its genesis resides in the 
SA Police anti-riot unit. instituted in 1976 The primary role of the 
Protection 

and Pastor 
(1978) 
Clemens 
prominent 
order to 
the 

c;;·ueguarding of those 
d?(nger was very real; 

The Owambo Chief Hi i 
(1983); . two Owambo i 
(1980); the widelY 

mor'e than 40 headmen; 
been abducted 

terrorist tactic 
founded in 

Police. Its member's i 
Constables, and its strength was approximately 5 ODD, of whom 
were deployed in Oh~mboland. 

abduct ion, 
earlier 
Special 

Some 3 000 

One especially noteworthy feature which emerges from the above DUtl ine 
history is the manner in which the key components wi thin the SWA Po I ice's 
security forces were originally elements instituted within the South 
African Police. This was of course inevitable, in view of the SA Police's 
function in policing South. \lest Africa prior to 1981. This intimate 
relationship Is clearly reflected in the role which the South African 
Police award structure played in shaping the SWA Police medal pantheon. 

AWARDS OF THE 

NOTE: 
General 

SOUTH 

Ref": 

AFRICAN POLICE (1981) 

'AG' refer to Goverruncnt 
Africa, respectively. 

POLICE STAR FOR OIITSTANDINC 

156 (South 
amended 
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Africa Offie Gazette 5181 March 1986) 

lhis award I tuted in Administr'atot' General Government 
Notices 155 156 (publ the South Africa Offie 
Gazette Extl'aordinary No 455i:i, dated 4 Decembel' 1381). The decol'ation 
is awarded to a member of the South West African Police who has 

(a) in the performance of his functions, or while he has acted in the 
protection or rescue of property or lives or attempted to do so, 
displayed p?cr'ticular br?cvrry cr exception?cl ingenuity, skill 1'r' 
perserver'an.cp; or 

(b) disti himself by t. display of leadership or sense 
res pons 
the Force. 

and personal et:;Hnple in any on or branch 

Recipients of the award are entitled to the post-nominal letters 'SOE' 
(Stella Officii Egregii). 

DESCRI PTI ON: 
defined wi th 

image i 
81'Ound. The 
and mounted 

Fort' on 
ih a wreal 

in red 
decorated 

The reverse bears, in rei ief, the official badge of the South West 
African Pol ice wi th the words 'STELLA OFFICI I EGRECI I' as circumscrip­
t ion. 

nto five pm'ts: te (4 mm). RIBBON: 36 
(12 mm), gcl rnm). repeat in rc'verse. 

BAH: A bar authorized denote a subsequent. award. 
bears in the centee a clasp embossed with a foucpoinLed star. 

NOTES: 

(i) In terms of the original instituting Government Notice, the award 
was to be suspended from a neck ribbon; but, in its subsequent 
form, pendent from ribbon, tErl'lnS of des 
suspender. 

(i i) In tenl1!; the amending GDvc!'nment Noli 44-46 (published 
the South west Africa Gazette I, of 15 
1986), the decora.tion is henceforth Warn around the neck from a' 
golden chain. The links of the chain are charged with red enamel 
and the official badge of the South West African Police in gold. 

SOUTH llEST POLICE STAR mSTINGUISH:F:D SI'RVICE (500) 

Ref: AG GN:: and 156 (South Africa Gazette 
ol'dinary 4558, 4 December 1981). 

This award was instituted in terms of Administrator General Government 
Notices 155 and 156 (published in South West Africa Official Gazette 
Extraordinary No 4558, dated 4 December 1981). 
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4. 

5. 

BAR: A bar was author i zed to deno le a further 20 yeal-s serv i ce of a 
meritorious character. The bar bears a clasp in the shape of a \lcJ­
witschia plant. 

SmITH 

Ref. 
ordi 

POLICE MEDAL FOR FAITHFl~ 

\lest Afri te Extra-

The in terms of Admi Government 
(published in the Official 

No. 4558, dated 4 De- medal is 
the South West Afrie""",, displayed 

an i ch.3racter and exemplary period of 
service of not less than 10 years: or to a former member of the South 
African Pol ice who subsequently joined the South \lest African Pol ice 
and whose combined service wi th both forces amounts to at least 10 
years. 

OBVERSE: In relief, a Welwitschia in the foreground against sand 
dunes in the background, bordered by sunbeams, diagonally cut to meet 
the sand dunes in the background. 

REVERSE: In relief, the design of the official badge of the South 
\lest African Police. 

wiCi:.h, divided into ni 
(3,5 mm), green (3,5 

MEDAl. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SOUTH WEST 

\lest Afr i Ie 

(3,5 mm), 
). repeat 

(1981) . 

Extra-

This award was instituted in terms of Administrator General Government 
Not ices 155 and 156 (publ ished in the South \lest African Official 
Gazette Extraordinary No 4558, dated 4 December 1981). It was awarded 
to those serving in the South West African Police on 1 April 1981. 

DESCRIPTION: Designed in the form of a circular gilded star, with 11 
pi liars of 33 stylized beams divided into equal quantities. The 
obverse is charged with a circle in blue enamel with 11 stylized aloes 
in green and red. The centrepiece consists of an image, in relief, of 
the Needle Rock with sunbeams, diagonally emerging from behind the 
rock 

The 
South 

RIBBON 
(5 ml:l:. 

ci 

relief, the design of 
11ce. 

divided into five 
repeat in reverse. 

33 

badge of the 

(! rrun), blue 



6. SOUTH WEST AFRICAN POLICE STAR FOR MERIT (1986) 

AG GNs (South We,;! Official 5181, lf, 
1986' 

Note: This award, although originally gazetted in March 1986, was 
only minted in 1988. 

The South West African Police Star for Merit was instituted in terms 
of Administrator General Government Notices 44-46 (published in South 
West Africa Gazette dated 1986). 

igible for are of the African 
have 

(a) in the ion of duties, ren(i':red services 
especially meritorious character; or 

(b) have performed exemplary services for a period of at least 30 
years (not necessarily continuous). during which time they have 
displayed an irreproachable character; or, for those former 
members South Africa" ice, whose of service -
combined that under'Laken 1 the Sout /,frican Po \ J 

totals 30 years 

award fol the South lIest Afl';can Police 
Service in the order of precedence of South 
Awards. 

for Distinguished 
West African Police 

DESCRIPTION: An eight-pointed star, charged with a medallion 
(circular in shape) in the centre of which is depicted a statue of a 
German soldi mounted on and carr'yi rifle; 

rcular gi background defined th a star-shaped motif in 
ue enamel. (equestrian is si in Windhoek, 

symbolizes ief of ReiterdenkmClI, ieged duri 
Herero r i sing 1906-1907). 

REVERSE: In relief, the design of the official badge of the South 
West African Police. 

RIBBON: 
width. 

32 min in width, red with a silver centre stripe 2 mm in 

NOTE: The ion of the that which 
the Government Notice. I not eworthy final appnoved, 

sealed pattern of the ribbon deviated from this description, and 
consists of a ribbon 32 mm in width, dove grey with a 2 mm red centre 
stripe. 

BAR: A bar was authorized, to denote a further award, on the grounds 
meri torious :::·.c]'vice. bears in 1 centre a 

consisting button containing official 
the South anked on side by a 

nged moti f 118S) extend the edge 
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Police adopted this precedent, and instituted the Seventy-Fifth 
Anniver'sary Commemorative Medal. (The inclus of commernor'ative 
medal thin the parochial award structures of uniformed lc 
servic;:s is a phenomr:non. in view of absence this 
category of award withi n the contemporary pantheon of c i vi 1 awards_ 
The sole commemorative medal officially gazetted in South Alrica is 
the Union of Soulh Alrica Commemorative Medal 1910 (1910), (The Queen 
El II Coronation Medal (1953), though officially recognized 
as Afr-icaJ.'; awo.rd, was never 1 ly author'l as such the 

of South Africa 

CONCLUSION 

There is ose degree convergence bet the alrdrds the West 
African and of the (now etel South African ] >lays 
Pol ice, in both instances the award structures of the Force embody the 

,service of institutions subsequently extinct. This situation, whereby a 
series of awards confi ned to a spec i al i zed branch of the publ ic servi ce 
serves as the r'ecept?.r1p of an h~,storical ~n>,a.reness of the role of t,hat 
~crvice, lects the itive aspect parochial which i:·; 

marked char'acteristic the South Afri alc.'ard structure, Wi 
context, the 1'0 llowi rig extract from Awards of t he Sou til ;lfr i can ani formed 
public services 1922-1987 is apposite: 

'Sollth Africa is probably unique in mflintainillg a series of awards 
pecul i to the formed ic ces. pro 1 iferaL of 
decorations and speci cally lated to Police) ll,;,'ays 
Pol icc and Prisons Secvice is all especially noticeable development of 
the post-1961 period; a process which has undoubtedly tended to 
intensify during the period 1963-1980. One also observes the 
situation whereby tho series of awards introduced by one of these 
serv reacts and i nf 1 uenC85, I hose of other t 110 

The Police has undoubtedly been primary ivating in 
this ser-ies of awards within the otr.er two uniformed publ ic services 

Finally, it should be borne in mind that medals provide a graphic 
index of cultural evolution, and this is clearly evident in the award 
structures of th .. uniformed publ ic services of South Alrica The 
Poll ::"d Prisons awards "ct ional ion If-
conscl.o'Usness on part of the services from a very early 
point in their development,' 

The awrds of the South West African Police represent a natural extension of 
this dev"lopment. 
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The Archives also contain Mr Milligan's death nollce which states that he 
Hospi tal, on 23 August ]3 at the 

married and Dnly relat sister, 
His resi address as the 

and his post i 
Estate was 'estimated' 
one penny from?) 

at the Natal Mercury was (Editor) 
to the val ue of l228-2s-1d, did they get the 

In 'The Pictorial' of 28 August 1913 (a supplement to the Natal Mercury) 
appeared a portrait of the late Mr Milligan, It was mentioned that he had 
sllffered from a protracted illness and h!<; character is vividly portrayecl. 

llowing aI''' quotations Pictorial 

"He could not called a list, for never identi 
mself wi advocacy for the blaek 

coloured people political privileges which as a body they were in­
capable of intell igently exercising. He bel ieved that the white man 
must rule In South Africa, but he always insisted that their gover­
nance should be Just and fair." (A far cry from the present approach 
of the Nalal Mercury.) 

"Mr Mi II igan 
thought, eVen 
c sm to hear' i 

often misjudged. Jle had a 
it might be 0~sant to th0 

saying 
of his 

The Archives also produced a letter to the Agent General for Natal in 
London, dated 20.3.1904, explaining the loss of his QSA and requesting a 
duplicate medal. According to Mr Mi 11 igan his 'purse' was stolen 
containing, amongst other things, his war medal. He kept it in his purse 
because he attached great value to it. It is on record that the War Office 

and issu"d ligan with icate medal May 1904. 

last Will and 
1898, was 
igan also 

Will is dated 24 

gave 
b"qnc,r t hed to a 
requested that 
December 1908. 

gold 

gi ven to 

After Mr Mi II igan' s death an inventory of his personal moveable property 
was made up, dated 22 September 1913 - one month after his death. However, 
no mention is made of a gold medal or a QSA; only a miniature medal Is 

ioned. (Pr"c;umabl a miniature J A vis! Durban 
History confirmed had no However', 
possession ch had bel 

t·ll II igan and question. 

Thus, after a relatively extensive search for facts surrounding this QSA to 
Mr A Mill i gan of the Natal Mercury, one is left with more questions than 
one had started off with, such as: 

What happened original QSA after it had 

why was the icate medal not 

was the Museum possession 

the inventory? 

medal at any 

stolen? 

Where did my late father acquire this particular medal? 

What are the legal Implications? 

What did Mr Milligan do to deserve a gold medal in 1898? 
Although time has erased most clues, much enjoyment was had by searching 
for the answers, and there is always hepe that further Information may be 

from some unexpected source .. 
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The Kerensky Govprnmen! treated the 1, 2, ;;nd 3 Kopek st.'Imps in 'I sild Jar 
on 1 1917 Some of the and Kope~~ \Jalu€:s ,·lere ;~;o r»JrcLar"ged 1 

or 2 across the face of the slamp. (See iIi. 3 and 3a. ) 

rw~ 

.. 1..' 
loiltJBA. 
·;fl!t.fth ~ .. xze Ha· 
".~ .... 1/ 

Mol. . '1 
. ,L 

3 3a 

Stamps printed on card were used in several fragments of the former Russian 
Empl re at the end of World War 1. The ephemeral regimes of the Don 
rossack::-;. Armer; la., ti''l(; Crimea and UkTa,j ne pr'oduced v;::Jriou:'; stamr;.s on 
u.T'J.gumm{~u paper' or on thick card between 1918 and Inscript ions 
authorising their use as coins were printed on the back. Austria also 
produced cardboard stamps for use as money tokens in 1919 and 1920. Only 
t ,",0 examp 1 es prcduced i ng d War I I . I nd i an St at e of Bund I 
pr'inted :3 pies and 1 anna tokens on cards l'epresenLing current sLamps over 
printed - cash coupon - &lndi state. 

1 I pi guern 1 as operatl in Japanese 'occupi ed terr itory in 
produced 5 peso notes to which revenue stamps of the appropriate amount 
were aff i xed. 

All of these pal'ticular card stamps are rare, even the Hussian specimens 
which, for many years, could be picked up for a few cents. Even now their 
price Is low considering their scarcity. 

The American encased stamps have an established value, and are mentioned in 
both Numismatic and Philatelic catalogues. 

By contl'Bst the rarl ty of Fl"ench or German examples is HUe appreciated 
outside the countries of origin. 

COMPILED AND EDITED VARICUS PHiLATELIC SOURCES. 



RA N DB U R G ~~I~T CC CK 89/25326/23 

Office/ KantoOl 
Level 6 
San lam Centre / Sentrllm 
Randburg 21 

P.O. Box/Posbus 2434 
Randburg 

2125 

(011) 789-2233 
789-2234 

Fax 886-6404 

The South African Association of Numismatic Dealers 
DieSuid·Afrikaansel'iutllBnatiese~ 

Y & SE 
& VER 

BEST PRICES FOR: 
BESTE PRYSE VIR: 

All gold and silver coins 
Aile goud en silwer munte 

Krugerrands 
Krugerrande 

Proof 
Proef 

SA Proofsets 
SA Proefstei 

Choice 

Foreign coins and sets 
Buitelande munte en stelle 

Banknotes 
Banknote 

Medals 

Regular 
Gereelde 

Estate uations 

PHONE US TODAY - SKAKEL ONS VANDAG 

46 



Keogll COlliS (Pty)I~ul 
REG. No. 78/00312/07 

1TH R 

318 SMI STREET. PH. 3044561 

• Life: 

47 



TOWARDS A CURE FOR THE PVC MENACE 

GLEN 

ABSTRACT 

The effects of ul trasound and acetone on coi ns which have been stored in 
PVC are discussed. A possible technique for the safe removal of PVC 
deposlts from coins is evolved. 

?ROBLEH 

1 dea of stc,r'l ins in al seems to have il.1"-ound for 
over ten years. In itself. the concept has much to recommend it, such as 
the possiDility of displaying all of a series or set at once. flexibility, 
etc., though it must be admitted that a collection stored in albums is not 
necessar,iy very compact. and other storage techniques, such as flips, 
waste less space. 

mast seri 

have 

ion to the ,d bums sol 
is the mater from which 

file sheet any pIa,;, 
far to PVC is chf,ap, 

'lr indeed 
sheets 

formed irlo the desired envelopes. Unfortunately, is also far from 
inert. S:"leet PVC is not pure poly-vinyl chloride; if it was, it would be 
stiff, brittle and impossible to work with. To counteract these problems, 
a plasticising compound is always added, and it is this which makes PVC 
totally ,-",sui table for archival storage systems. The plasticiser reacts 

contact wi tho 

the air ;wn<luce hydrochl ·,.cid and 
unknown and pr'oh;;lbly variabl 
the PVC sh.',,,,!. contaminate 

composition. 
they 

Bonser (1389) gives a detailed study of PVC damage, and lists some means of 
removing PVC from coins. But one of the solvents he recommends happens, 
unfortunately, to be one of the less environmentally acceptable chloro­
fluorocar80ns (CFC's). Surely, one imagines, a hydrocarbon solvent such as 
acetone 0:""' benzenr would be prefern.h1e. Having p01nt~d out the env1ron-

o"jecti trichlorotr i I uoroethane, in all 
tha t r"jydrocarbons care i nogen' as 

,,(her). ACI"toni" (nail-polish is safe, 
evaporates erely, leavl rnsidue. 

THE HYPOTHESIS 

As one of many collectors trying to care for my coins as well as possible, 
naturally wi ensure tLL,:' r moved fcom PVC filt: 

melin=x ( 
iciser wa:"·; 
ique for 

ible, while 
acid 

the desi 
icky goo 

ina behi 

')~'()rds one 
coins a:,; 

Electron microscopists use a technique called ultrasonic cleaning for 
maintaining the insides of their instruments critically clean. The parts 
are placed in a beaker of fluid in a water jacket in a chamber which is 
subjected to very high-pi tched sound waves, beyond the Ii mi ts of heari ng. 
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The very rapidly changing pressure waves in the fluid serve to dislodge any 
garbage adhering to the parts being cleaned. 

Recent studies (Suslick 1989; Susllck & Doktycz 1990) indicate that the 
cleaning action is not quite that simple. Friction caused by the rapid 
movement of the molecules of cleaning fluid (~hich is usually mostly water) 
causes minlltl' huhhles of vapour to form. These are c:ollapsod hy the next 

through them, and because the bubbles 
cleaning bath is subjected of small, 
steam from all sides. present a 
to the magnification annoying) of 

urni ni urn fi 1m. Ho~eve,-. that they 
Lrasound to produce a cleaning 

If one fluid a cocktai 1 of ve the goo 
neutralise the acid, pessible to use 

ultrasound to rescue PVC-ed coins? The goo, being organic, would require a 
sol vent ~hich would necessari Iy be inert towards metal I ic coins but ~hich 

could cause problems with celluloid tokens. The rest of this article 
reports on an experiment conducted along these lines. 

THE EXP£RIl1£/{J 

The coins examined in detail ~ere: 

a German East Africa 1905J 1 hellier 
a 1910J 'I, rupie 

Jaeger 
the 

1 pfennig 
50 pfennig. 

sQurce of usefu 1 
coins are as follo~s 

95% Cu, 4% Sn, 1~!' 

92,5% Ag, 7,5% Cll 
Iron coated with 
75% Cu, 25% Ni 

,-eports that 

These coins were specifically chosen to give a ra.'lge of base, clad and 
moderately valuable coins, so as to explore the effect of the treatment on 
most modern coins. All are replaceable (a necessary precaution in case of 
disaster); the ease with which some can be replaced is almost unfortunate. 

Casual notice is also taken of about 30 assorted coins prepared for safe 
storage in my collection. 

The cleaning mixture used 
to dissolve the goo and 

was tap water with a 
about 5% by vo I ume 
acid. An organic 

dash of dishwashing liquid 
of 8% commercial ammonia 

solution \ 
probably 
be more 
is carcinogenic. 

The coins 
ultrasonic c 
machine, 
was swabbed 
were exam 1 ned 
double-sided tape or 

effective as a cleaning 
However benzene 

one to five mi nute". 
rinsed briefly in 

dry on kitchen (papen) 
acetone, using a piece 

magnificat ions by SEM ( 
clear nail varnish, and uncoated, 
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benzene would 
certainly 

the vapour 

in the 
of the saJlle 

ller piece 
The coins 
stub with 

at a beaJII energy of 



15 kV) both bef'ore and aSter treatment. The 1 heller piece was examined 
three times, namely before treatment, af'ter sonicating, and after swabbing. 
The miscellaneous coins were simply examined visually under strong light at 
various stages. 

THE RESULTS 

The goo i 
Figure 2 
for the 

ssen as dark patches on 
n, cleaned. Figures 

used in the German East. 
of existing scratch.,;; 
same is true for 

in rig. 1. 
at least 

cladding pfennig. 

there is 
Figures 5 

thin copper 
show that at 

least laneous, undesirable unavoidable 
garbage ( e. house dust) on 
most of the tar'get goo. Figure 9 shows that swabbing down with acetone is 
possibly more ef'f'ective than ultrasound for removing organic deposits. 
Thi~ impression is strengthened by the appearance of the swab, on which 
green and black dirt were clearly seen aSter this operation. 

Visual inspection of all the coins treated indicated that whatever 
scratches there were previously became more obvious after treatment, 
possibly because a degree of lustre was restored to the coins. The effect 
of fingerprints on brass and bronze coins was, at least at first, minimal. 
but it is possible that damage from these has been arrested - only time 
will tell. One coin left in the sonicator for some 10 minutes while the 
telephone on lost much patina unlikely 
colour. 

So therefor'" 

o bservat i on made whi 1 e 

condi t ions, the amount 

is that 
for the 

1 activity of its aluminium 
by a thin surface ly inert) 

aluminium oxide, are almost invulnerable. Gold coins are likewise 
unaSfected, because gold seldom reacts wi th anything; to a lesser extent 
the same is true of silver. Heavily patinated copper coins are relatively 
safe provided that the patina is intact. Unprotected copper, copper alloys 
and zinc in any condition are reactive and very vulnerable to PVC damage. 
Curiously, uncirculated coppers are (slightly) less reactive than those of 
EF or VF condition - evidently the minting process produces a minute 
protectlve layer which is removed by handling. 

Ultrasonic cleaning 
certaln commonsense 
least as 
down wi th 
however. 
been contami 

If' an ul 

swab down 
immediately. 

is evidently a safe treatment for base-metal if 
at precautions are taken. Resul ts that are 

ned by the simple exp"rli 
does not address the 

the following treat 

Ie; avai lable, treat th" 

required vol urne 
one mi nute here is 

Air dry and 

50 

most two 
1 iquid and 

not more 
dry and 

container 





Fig. 5 

German 
cleaning. 
0,7 mm long 

Fig. 7 

German East 
before cleani 
1,18 mm long. 

ore 
about 

1905 
bar is about 
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f"ig. 6 

The 

wh! 
obv 

Note th, 
scratche, 

under dirt, 
all too 

1 n trasonic 
cl 1 i lar small 
white spots are dust. The white 
t.angle is a piece of cotton 
thread. 
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Mark the' 
accompan 
them to 
ton with 
\/hy thi'f 
in the 
the 

THE TOKENS OF M. FRANKLIN & CO., 

MELBOURNE HOUSE, CHAPEL STREET, PMB. 

BY PAT MORAN 

and Mary Langhorne 
() Nata 1 aboard the 

own admission he d 
the two Hodson brot 
so he did not say. 

. working first for 
ing farm Mooifontein 

1"2-1833. He 
went with 

1 I at Lidget­
i tton fami 1y. 

at farming 
and then for 

In l8S? Austral ia aboard the landed at 
Melbourne. In the passenger list he is described as an t:ngl ish farmer"". 
but obviously not a prosperous one as he went steerage. He went in company 
wi th Mr and Mrs John Richardson, and ~- Arthur Richardson. who had been 
fellow passengers on the "Ni Ie". 

From Melbourne he "lent to the gold diggings at Fryer's Creek, CastJemain 
district where he remained for only four months. In his reply to the 
questionnarie sent out in 1880 hy Christopher Bird. Mark stated boldly that 
"I made fai r wages". \/hat he did not say was that he found a very 1 arge 
nuggel of gold which is reputed Lo have been the first nugget found at the 
diggings. This nugget which is a rough pyreform shape, has been mounted as 
a pendant chain and has been eldest son 
in each Hark's descendants. iC'ankl in of 
Maritzb\Jrg i:>wner. I have not \oJ,"i accurately 
but it ;,an an ounce in weight. 

After I 

profitable 

i ggings Mark went to Me 
drayman and eventual 
draymen. He stated 1 

lr'anslated to mean tlla: 

Clorked just 
bus j ness for 

rly well", 
·,.ras a very 

In Australia he met Sarah Susannah \/hat mann, who had accompanied her 
brother to Austral ia. She was lIelsh, although she was born in Deptford, 
Kent. In later years she habitually spoke Welsh with her daughter-in-la\.J, 
Sarah Ann Thomas. Mark and Sarah Susa~nah \.Jere married on the 8th November 
1853 at St Paul's Church, Melbourne. Sarah Susannah's personal CJriting 
bureau is now in the hands of her' great granddaughter, Alison Hi Ida Maud 
Franklin Lambert of Elandskop, Natal. 

Mark and Sarah remained in Australia \Jntil early in 1859. Two children. 
Jane Emma and Sarah Lou;"a were born there ard Sarah L.ouisa riied there in 
infancy child, George Lewin, the "lIilliam 
Jackson' their 

The "11111 i 
transfern=:d t 
Port Nal.al 
burg, whC'r"(: 

On his 
tinsmith. 

al the 
"Waldenstain" which 

at Durban in May, 
of the Franklin fami 

e:.eemarilzburg Mark 
he had I ear nth i s 

his family 
he Cape and 
etermaritz­
ed. 

ness as a 
been able to 

discover. Seven years later he expanded his interests to include a grocery 
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and general store well. Our these years family at 
"Mel House II J Street. 

In Mark had a of brass coins struck for use in shop. 
At the time copper pennies were in short supply in Pietermaritzburg and the 
brass tokens were taken to represent a value of one penny. The tokens 
could only be tendered in Mark's shop, and to avoid any' possible confusion 
with the coin of the realm the coins were counterstamped a card - no value 
by Mark himself. This must have been very necessary as the tokens were 
very lar in general appearance penny piece. Each token also 
can' Mark's name address - advert is 

Mar'k a period two years England from to 1883. his 
return he added a farml ine shop to his enterprises. He moved from 
Melbourne House to new premises in Chapel Street between Berg Street and 
Boom Street. Before his death he owned not only the large property where 
his business premises, his own dwelling and stables, and a smaller house in 
which his daughter Florence Maria Toogoed lived were situated but also four 

houses, almost opposite the Street Gil'l ' School. his 
large pr'oper'ty was sold four houses opposite were to 

i ving chi Florence Will iam , Francis and 
Edward Nicholson. His sons s business acumen 

and there was no further expansion of Franklin interests in Mari tzburg 
after his death. 

0000 ••• .0000 •••• 0000 

Johannesburg 
Coin Exchange-----

normally at 

Kruis Street, Johannesburg 
President and Pritchard Streets 

(011) 29-6731 

Of course 
We also sell 

to 

We 
buying 

ise in 

Therefore we 
pay 
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THE LIFE OF MA TTHEW BOULTON 

BY ARTHUR COllEN 

Matthew Boulton senior started business as an Ironmonger 
century in Warwickshire, this being close to the only source 
and appr'olwi J Black Staffordshire, 
14th September 
fuel at 
locks and 
1696 wer'," 1 

of kett 1 

The screw press 
loon and used for stamp] 

in the 18th 
of fue 1, coal 

born on the 
Wi th cheap 
making and 

designed in 
the making 

In 1690 1. liam and Mary, mens' were the 
normal ornamented wi th buckl Boul ton manu-
factory; aces were invented ill of George 
III. Massive heavy buckles were made for leather straps which horses used 
to tow navigational barges in the canals and rivers of England, this being 
a primary means of transport, 

In 1762 the first Sheffield plate was made, also Silver plate, Ormolu, 
Pinchbeck, Gold and 5i Iver toys, trinkets, seals, tweezer and tooth pick 
cases, smel I ing bottles, snuff boxes, fi I igree work, toilets, tea chests, 
ink stands, cork-screws, draw boxes, snuffles, watch chains, stay hooks and 
sugar knippers, 

The manufactcry was nov moved to Snow Hi lIon the outskirts of Birmingham 
week and 

wife died 
came wi th a 

no doubt 

on the ilampton, Forgers earned 

dowry of 
reduced 

,Just outs i 
the wall 

per week, At thi s 
BOLlI ton married his 

dowry as her 

there was a publ ic house 
fox hunt wi th horse I; 

hanging from 
hounds and the 

hunt maslel" lng cry was Soho (like later gave 
the name to Boul ton's new factory at Soho, By now the factory was mass 
producing cameo brooches, steel for fob chains and an incredible variety of 
buttons, gilt, plated, silvered, lacquered, pinchbeck, platina and these 
were inlaid with glass, horn, ivory, pearls, paste, stones and glass and 
sold from threepence per gross to 140 guineas per gross. By 1758 the staff 
numbered 600 and much Sheffield plate had been made. 

In 1780 Boulton registered his own mint mark, the double sun. The Assay 
office mark was an anchor, a lion was used to depict the Sovereign and the 
let ters M. B. I. F. for his partner Fothergi II, On the first day the Assay 
office weee sent in by Boulton; one weighed 
200 025. and specifications at compiled and 

Sophia, 
Engl ish, 
and 

James Wat t, 

If. By now Boulton pr'oportions 
visitors included and Queen 

jne of Russia, Lords lily, the 
, Germans, Russ i ans. ish, Dan i sh 

magnificent 

instrument maker, in 1770, 
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and t hey converted lhe horsem i I I to s leam in 1783. The Argand a i I I amp 
wi th new circular wick was designed by them in 1784. In 1786 Boul ton 
produced his rotative steam engine for the coining of money. This had been 
hammered unt i I 1662, and made in l he mill and screw fl y presses unt i I 1750. 
There was a huge shorlage of coins from 1648 lo 1672 and by 175J some 
20 000 issues of private lokens were in circulation. 

issued 
and in 
1786 an 

In 1786 
French 

counterfeil, and no 
In 1791 lhe firsl i 

od sleam for lhe mass 
India Company was executed 

Pads lo lhe Holel des 
Droz, who made 

t ha t are Caesar' so, 

copper was 
was made, 

i nage. In 

iplion on 

By 1788 six steam rolative presses were roll ing copper ingol into sheets 
and slrips. There were machines lo anneal and scale the strip, to cut 
blanks, to remove arris from lhe edges, bagging machines and machines to 
multiply dies. Copper from the Angelsea mines was used for coinage for the 
American colonies, and also for lhe Sierra Leone Co. By 1792 eight large 
steam presses were producing at the rale of 50/120 coins per minute. The 
labour used per machine was one 12 year old boy. 

In 1798 Boulton and Droz produced a medallion on a cartwheel 2 pence blank 
illustrating the number of coins per staled diameter struck per hour (in 
French). famous George III fr'om insanity 
and the 19ar Medal. 

In 1790 
replaced i 
medals. 
standards 

,",sed, being too diffl 
ler who made the Louis 
t.he celebraled 
iameter and weight laid 

th and was 
Antoinette 
th copper 
himse If. 

p of Boul ton & \.Iat t for the 
entire England and Ireland. re-stamped 
Mexican Silver Dollars into 5/- pieces. The first delivery of 38 casks was 
delivered by Sne1ls canal; this was for £50 000, further delivery for that 
year to equal £500 000. 

1805/10 saw the move of the antiquated mint from the Tower of l.ondon to. 
Tower Hill. The industrial revolution of 1812 now began in earnest. Tower 
Hill was a Government tobacco warehouse, which itself stood on a site where 
King Edward III in 1350 had founded the Cistercian Monastery of St Mary of 
Grace, usually called East Minister, to balance \.lest Minister. Presses 
were now being exported to Russia, Spain and Denmark and in 1791 lhe newest 
presses were made, to be operated by four ten year old boys, each press 
being 30 000 guineas per 

By now 
his son 
the 
and 
and plum 

were 

old and suffering 
business, and in 1800 

sheep were consumed 
of veal, gammon of 
good band played mart! 

of Cyc lops at the TempJ 
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invoked, and Matthew Boulton pronounced the Soho foundry to be, and all the 
people cried Amen. The Benediction was then pronounced and Thanksgiving 
performed. cannon were discharged, the band of struck up "God 

the whl ch sung full by J subjects Many 
toasts followed with great spirit and hilarity. each toast accompanied by 
three joyous huzzas and a further discharge of cannon. 

nes were made, a 
horsepower eng 

in 1809. 

new partners. Hornh lower and Avery. New large 
horsepower engine boiler sold for and a 

and boi sold for' 727. Matthew Boulton died 

Reference: Matthew Boulton by H.W. Dickinson. 1936. 

ROBERTS MEDALS 
We are pleased to advise that one of our 
directors, 1 ustin Davies, will be in attendance 

the r 100 forwa to meeti old 
and new customers. 

hou you wish t ntact him advance 
please call (011) 331-6702 

PO B 1, Bnmpton, Reading, Berkshire, 
rrel. (0734) 713543 
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I told him that because of Brazil's inflation rate no bank outside of that 
country would touch it and that the best thing he could do with it was to 
use It to light up his pipe! 

While in Peru in 1984 I was a millionaire for the period of my stay. When 
I arrived in the !Country there were 3200 Peruvia.n Sols to one American 
Dollar! little more than 300 millionaire 
in terms 

Ten days 
to one 

Eventual 
bringing i 
the way 

Peru the exchange 
situation approaching 

so worthless that the 
currency, the Inti. 

3300 Sols 

a.way wi th it 
rapidly going 

Hyperinflation is a nightmare. 
Greece within living memory. 

It has occurred In Germany, Hungary and 

I~ Germany dw-Ing 1923 hyperinflat ion got so bad that before workers would 
start a day's work they would sit down and discuss with management what pay 
they would get at the end of that day, because what would buy a loaf of 
bread that morning would scarcely buy a crumb that evening! 

Citizens were carrying sacks of mark notes about to purchase items such as 
a bottle of milk or a couple of eggs!! It cost billions of marks to post a 
local letter! 

A popul 
year of 

One was 
wastrel 

Came th" 
whl Ie the 
bottles! 

tale of two German 

~~d had become a mill 

and almost overnight 
a millionaire on 

that fateful 

other was a 

was ruined 
empty booze 

Like many notiphi lists I have a number of Reichsbanknotes of that period 
among my paper money collection. 

All are In good, crisp condition and the values vary from one million to 
100 million marks. 

They were not worth much towards the end of 1923 (100 million marks would 
scarcely purchase a slice of bread or a few grains of coffee) and despite 
being collectors items they are worth little more today. 

Bad as 

Flying 
000 000 

That year 
banknote 

nflation in Germany was, 

sky the Hungarian 
quintillion) times'! 

in Hungary of the 
000 000 000 000 000 

It would not have bought much! 
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